
American Democratic Ideals
 & Art



Signing of the Declaration of Independence by John Trumbull  1818



 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.

The Declaration of Independence
1776

 





In 1789, the first presidential election, 
George Washington was 

unanimously elected president of the 
United States. 



George 
Washington
by Gilbert Stuart
1796 -1803



Artists have created posters 
throughout American history to 

comment on our unique democracy 
and voting system. 



"Full participation in the 
electoral process protects 

our ideals”
 

Milton Glazer 
designer who created



by Milton Glazer
2016



Posters have been used to advocate 
for increased voting rights for ALL 

Americans, 

to sway voters to vote for a particular 
candidate 

and to encourage citizens to exercise 
their right to vote.

 





Posters spread the message of the 
Suffragettes to give women the right 
to vote and then encouraged women 

to enjoy their new rights by voting.

















Posters also documented and 
encouraged the voting rights of 

African Americans.







Posters for particular candidates 
used popular images of the times to 

appeal to voters.









GET OUT THE VOTE 
posters are a challenge for artists. They 

must creatively convey an important 
message for all citizens regardless of 

their political beliefs.

































Jonathan 
Mikulich
2016





VOTE


